Commenting on a poem -

checklisti

These are some of the elements you should look for and comment on (not necessarily in the order
in which they are given here):

1) Structure:
- Metre
- Rhyme scheme
- Stanza division

2) Lexis
- Simple or complex
- Formal orinformal
- Archaisms, neologisms, dialect words...
- Appropriateness

3) Figurative language
- Metaphor (‘love is temple, love is higher law’, U2)

- Simile (‘'my love is like a red, red rose’, Robert Burns)

- Personification ( ‘my car refused to start this morning’)

- Hyperbole (‘ten thousand saw | at a glance’, W. Wordsworth)

- Antithesis (‘With mirth in funeral and dirge in marriage’, Shakespeare’s Hamlet)
- Oxymoron (‘cheerfully pessimistic’)

4) Special sound effects
- Alliteration (‘O wild west wind’, P. Shelley)
- Assonance (‘Her blacks crackle and drag’, S. Plath)

- Onomatopoeia (‘The oil hissed in the pan’)

5) Other technical devices include:
- Enjambment (*Hickory dickory dock / The mouse ran up the clock’, a nursery rhyme)
- Rhetorical question (‘do pigs fly?’)
- Internal rhyme (‘once upon a midnight dreary, while | pondered, weak and dreary’, E.A.
Poe)
- Pun (‘made glorious summer by this son of York’, Shakespeare’s Richard /Il



For more definitions and categories, see Wales K., A Dictionary of Stylistics (1995)

You will rarely find all these in one poem, but you should recognise them and try to understand
how they contribute to the effectiveness of the poem.

Consideration of these points will help you to answer the fundamental questions:

- What is this poem about?
- What does the poet want the reader to feel?
- How successful is s/he?
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