The language of political speeches and other documents


Public speeches, or speeches to be delivered orally, may deal with different themes and problems, according to the speakers’ interests and to the occasions. Usually they are the expression of the speakers’ personalities and minds, of their culture, education, sense of morality, and so on. Although public speeches often seem to be ‘natural’, in reality they are carefully prepared and crafted, and the success of their delivery depends on the oratory of the speaker, i.e. their capacity to organise public speaking in a skilful and effective manner.
Political speeches are characterized by the sense of persuasion, constructed via rhetoric (see Aristotle) and we can distinguish two categories: 1) functional persuasion, “persuasive discourse (spoken or written) concerned with everyday life, where real people are being persuaded to a real purpose” and 2) literary persuasion, referring to the “techniques by which prose writers, dramatists and poets seek to convince of their discourse” (Cockcroft and Cockcroft 2005: 5). 
The domain of political speeches includes a variety of text-types, such as:
· Presidential addresses, which answer questions of national importance, and give or suggest the solution to difficult problems in different areas of national policy or economy, and of international relations: What is answered or suggested takes on literary forms and offers the reader possibilities of observing not only how power is exercised and what its object is, but also the style of men in power. 
· Speeches in parliament: they are rather formal in language and rich in rhetorical devices. Nonetheless, social class and personal education and culture make them different one from another, not only as contributions to the debate they take part in, but also at the level of communication strategies.
· International covenants and treaties: their structure and language must be as close as possible to standard formal levels; they are very different from the structure and language of national written laws and they are lacking in the formal lexical stratifications peculiar to these laws. Example: the expression ‘legal effect’ may need to change as there is no Court to resort to (see The Covenant of the League of the Nations / The Declaration by United Nations, etc.)

One of the strategies utilised to express persuasion is via evaluation, which is based on the use of appraisal patterns, i.e. “a linguistic pattern where something is consistently described as positive or negative in texts” (Stibbe 2015: 83). Different types of appraising items: 
· explicit (good, right, wrong)
· implicit (fresh, natural, smart). 
Morphologically marked words (e.g. -un, -in, -dis) are frequently negative (unsatisfied, unhappy) whilst their opposites are positive (satisfied, happy). 
There are also items/expressions that trigger positive/negative appraisal such as ‘more/less’, ‘big/small’, ‘high/low’.
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Provide a stylistic analysis of the Independence Day speech given in 2014 by Narendra Modi (Prime Minister of India, in office since 2014). Indian Independence Day is 14 August. Which stylistic categories can you use in your investigation? Which traits of the speech tend to stand out and which meanings do they convey? In your opinion, which are the key words of the speech? Can you find any examples of appraisal patterns? 



Read and analyse Nelson Mandela’s A Personal Appeal (1993). You can consider the expressive strategies and the rhythmic, phonic and morphosyntactic features used in the text, which is a political speech given by Nelson Mandela to convince people to vote for the end of apartheid; your analysis may refer to, but should not be restricted to aspects such: lexical choices, modality, politeness, parallelism, phonetic symbolism, point of view/focalisation, figurative language, repetitions, schemata, evaluative language, and any other stylistic device which contributes to the overall meaning-making of the text.
