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Towards a beneficial definition of sustainability: An ecostylistic scrutiny of sources and texts

Temporal concepts and dimensions are closely blended with the basic structure of ecological discourse. The past is connected with the future; the present is depicted, on the one hand, as the sum of the outcomes of the past and, on the other hand, as the required springboard to the events of the future. For this reason, as contended by Stibbe, the time range of a beneficial ecosophy is unlimited: it embraces the ability to live well in the present as well as in the future, i.e. it incorporates both present and future generations. The mainstream definitions of the noun “sustainability” provided by the Oxford English Dictionary and by recent ecology and environment dictionaries and textbooks mainly focus on the state of affairs in the decades to come; nevertheless, ecological problems are with us now, and drastic action and measures to save the planet must be taken immediately.
In this lecture, I will explore the mainstream definitions of the term “sustainability” and its connections with temporality by applying the theoretical frameworks and the methodologies of ecostylistics and of ecolinguistics. Firstly, I will identify the beneficial and destructive features of these definitions; secondly, I will compare these definitions and features with the linguistic data and the value-system of a beneficial text from the environet focusing on ecological and social sustainability. My main aim is to rephrase these definitions of “sustainability” and to create a working one by leaving out their destructive notions and by adding the concepts in the beneficial text.
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