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PRESENTAZIONE

Trasformazioni coloniali
Dall'anticolonialismo a1 nazionalismi

Verso le indipendenze



Independence in Africa

Phases of decolonisation in the second half of the 20th century Present-day borders used to aid comparisons

Bl Decolonised " Never colonised* MM New countries created by secession from other African states

Independent before 1960 1960 1960s

-

*Liberia was
founded in 1822
by freed
American slaves.
Ethiopia was
occupied

by Italy from
1936 to 1941

1970s 1980s Since 1990

W. Sahara was
formerly colonised
by Spain. Current control by Morocco is disputed

by the pro-independence movement Sources: Encyclopedia Universalis, Atlas de I'Afrique (ed.Jaguar), AFP bureaux AF P.
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Number of countries that divide
an ethnic group: Of the

s in Af!rica,

are divided by two
or more countries.
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RIF REPUBLIC

1921—1926

Reballing against Spanish colonial nule as
well as the Moroccan sultan, the Riffans
established a modem republic and sought
Intemational recognition, They were finalty
defeated by the Spanish Army's tanks, air-
craft and chemical weapons. Calls for
Riffan independence hawve resurged in
2013,
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SAHRAWI ARAB
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

1976—

De facto controlling the eastemmost slice
af the country, the Polisario guerillas have
laid claim to all of Western Sahara and
fought the Moroccan Army since 1976.

AZAWAD
2012
Founded by an alliance of islamists and
rebelling Touaregs, the sharia-run country
fedl to intemnal conflicts and disintegrated
after three monihs of independence.

REPUBLIC OF BIAFRA
1967—1570
Attempting to secede from Nigeria in 1967,
the fledgling state was besieged for two
and a half years. Upon surrendering,
neardy two milkon people had starved to
death. This was Africa’s first televised
famine and cemenied the image of “stanv-
ing Adrican children” 1o many Westemers.
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC

OF AMBAZOMIA
198 4—
Through decades of tension betwean
French- and English-speaking regions of
Cameroon, the Republic of Ambazonia
was formally dectared in 1984, 2006 and
2017. N has remained mainly a legal
battle, English-speaking  lawyers  and
judges challenging  the  constilution,
although unrest and deaths have occured,

RHODESIA
1965—1979

In 1965 the colonial administration of Brit-
ish Southern Rhodesia, fearing a Black
majority rule, prasmplively declarad inda-
pendence from the UK and in 1970
declared itsell a republic. After a 15-year
war, the country was internationally rec-
ognised as Zimbabwe, led by Prime Minis-
ter Robar Mugabe.

FORMER AND CURRENT

UNRECOGNISED STATES IN AFRICA

DECLARATIONS OF INDEPENDENCE SINCE 1920 THAT HAVE RECEIVED LIMITED OR NO INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION.
NOT INCLUDING STATES THAT HAVE SINCE GAINED RECOGNITION.
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REPUBLIC OF BENIN
19 SEFTEMBER 19467

Conquered by Biafran forces in the early
stages of the Biafran war, this puppet state
- not ta be confused with the other Repub-
lic: of Benin, founded in 1960 and still axist-
ing - was humiedly declared while already
on the retreal and overrun by Nigerian
forces later the same day, arguably
making it the world's shortest-lived state,

REPUBLIC OF CABINDA

1875—1976

At Angola’s independence in 1975, the
three major liberation movements were in-
wvited to talks but not the fourth operating in
the axclave of Cabinda. Subsequently Cab-
indan independence was declared. Sup-
pressed by the Angolan Ammy in 1976, the
moverneant fought a guerilla war until 2008
and still operates a government in exile.

REPUBLIC OF TRANSKEI

1976—1994

As early as 1913, the British colondal adminis-
ration in South Africa had established
“reserves” for its Native inhabitants. During the
Apartheid regime, ten such Bantusians were
esiablished as segregated Black "homelands™
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REPUBLIC OF LOGOMNE
2015—

SOUTH KASAI
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Proclaimed by Muskm rebels in the Cen-
tral African Republic, political anatysts sea
the declaration of independence as a bar-
paining chip in negotiations for autonomy
rather than a full secessionist mowement.

EMIRATE OF CYRENAICA
1949—1951
Recognised by the UK only, Emir Sayyid
Idris proclaimed his emirate a soveregin
siate in 1949, The UN, however, would
only support an independent Libya incor-
porating all regions of the former colony,
and in 1951 the Kingdom of Libya was
formd.
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REPUBLIC OF

BOPHUTHATSWAMA
1977=19%4
with varying degrees of autonomy.

Four of them, the so-called TBVC-states,
were granted full independence. This stripped
its inhabitants - often relocated from or working
and living in other parts of South Africa - of their
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REPUBLIC OF VENDA

1979—1994

REPUBLIC OF CISKEI

1981—1994

South African citizenship and justified the re- None of the nominally independent Baniu-
gime’s negligence of utililes and health care i stans were imemationally recognised by any
the regions. Unlike in South Africa, gambling other country than South Africa. They were all
and striplease was legalised in the Bantustans,  dissolved when Apartheid ended in 1994,
bringing some revenue.

BIR TAWIL
2011, 2014, 2007
The only land outside Antarctica claimed
by no nation, this paich of desert has been
“claimed” as a sovereign state by several
visiting individuats. None have gained any
form of international recognition.
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REPUBLIC OF
SOMALILAND

1991—

Independent for fivee days in 1960 before
joining with Somalia, Somaliland again
declared independence in 1991 during the
collapse of the Somali state. It remains a
stable democracy with diplomatic mis-
sions in several Western nations, lobbying
for international recognition.
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REPUBLIC OF JUBALAMD
1998—1999
During the Somali Civil War, warlord
Mohammed Sald Hersi Morgan declaned
Jubaland Independent with himsell as
president. It was overrun 9 months later,

REPUBLIC OF MARTYAZO
1972

Proclaimed by Hutu secessionists in May
1972, the state was overrun by Tutsi
forces a week later. This bed to the First
Burundian Genocide, leaving 80,000
210,000 Hutus brutally killed.
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STATE OF KATANGA
1960—1963

Supported by Belgian froops, the copper,
gold and uranium rich province seceded
from Congo upan independence in 1960,
It surrendered after UM troops intervened
on the Congolese side. Among the casual-
ties were UN Secretary General Dag
Hammarskjéld, killed in a suspicious
plane crash on his way 1o negotiate a
cease-fire.

SOUTH KASAI
1980—1962
South Kasai seceded from Congo during its
collapse into civil war immediately after in-
dependence in 1960. It rejoined after a coup
d'etat two years later,

REPUBLIC OF ANJOUAN

1997—2002, 2007 —2008
Dissatisfied with the Comorian govamment,
the island of Anjouan seceded in 1997. 1
rejoined in 2002 after being granted autono-
my, only o secede again right before the
elecied president’s five-year term ended. He
was ousied by the Comorian Army. The
nedghbouring istand of Mohél also seceded
in 1997, but undramalically rejoined the Co-
moros in 1998,



