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Name 
Letter Sound Value (Classical Syriac)  Phoenician 

Equivalent 
Hebrew 

Equivalent 
Arabic 

Equivalent ʾEsṭrangēlā Maḏnḥāyā Serṭā Transliteration IPA 

ʾĀlep̄̄  (ܐܠܦ) 
   

ʾ or null, also ) 
mater lectionis: ā  

[ʔ] glottal stop or ∅ 
mater lectionis: [ɑ] 

 ا  א  1

Bēṯ (ܒܝܬ) 
   

hard: b 
soft: ḇ (also bh, v or β) 

hard: [b] 
soft: [v] or [w] 

 ب ב  2

Gāmal (ܓܡܠ) 
   

hard: g 
soft: ḡ (also g̱, gh, ġ or γ) 

hard: [ɡ] 
soft: [ɣ] voiced velar fricative 

 ج ג  3

Dālaṯ* (ܕܠܬ) 
   

hard: d 
soft: ḏ (also dh, ð or δ) 

hard: [d] 
soft: [ð] voiced interdental fric. 

 د ד  4

Hē* (ܗܐ) 
   

h [h] voiceless glottal fricative 5  ه ה 

Waw* (ܘܘ) 
   

consonant: w 
mater lectionis: ū or ō, u or 
o 

consonant: [w] 
mater lectionis: [u] or [o] 

 و ו  6

Zayn* (ܙܝܢ) 
   

z [z] 7  ز ז 

Ḥēṯ (ܚܝܬ) 
   

ḥ (also H, kh, x or ħ) [ħ] voiceless pharyngeal fric. 8   ح ח 

Ṭēṯ (ܛܝܬ) 
   

ṭ (also T or ţ) [tˤ] 9  ط ט 

Yōḏ (ܝܘܕ) 
   

consonant: y 
mater lectionis: ī (also i) 

consonant: [j] 
mater lectionis: [i] or [e] 

 ي י  10

Kāp̄̄  (ܟܦ) 
 

 
 

 
 

Ͳ 
hard: k 
soft: ḵ (also kh or x) 

hard: [k] 
soft: [x] voiceless velar fricative 

 ك כ ך   20

Lāmaḏ (ܠܡܕ) 
   

l [l] 30  ل ל 
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Mīm (ܡܝܡ) 
 

 
 

 
 

 m [m] 40   م מ ם 

Nūn ( ܢܘܢ) 
 

 
 

 
 

ͻ n [n] 50   ن נ ן 

Semkaṯ (ܣܡܟܬ) 
   

s [s] 60  س ס 

ʿĒ (ܥܐ) 
   

ʿ [ʕ] voiced pharyngeal fricative  70  ع ע 

Pē (ܦܐ) 
   

hard: p 
soft: p̄̄  (also p̄̄ , ph or f) 

hard: [p] 
soft: [f] 

 ف פ ף  80

Ṣāḏē* (ܨܕܐ) 
   

ṣ (also S or ş) [sˤ] 90  ص צ ץ 

Qōp̄̄  (ܩܘܦ) 
   

q (also ḳ) [q] 100  ق ק 

Rēš (ܪܝܫ) 
   

r [r] 200  ر ר 

Šīn (ܫܝܢ) 
   

š (also sh, $) [ʃ] 300  ش ש 

Taw (ܬܘ) 
   

hard: t 
soft: ṯ (also th or θ) 

hard: [t] 
soft: [θ] voiceless interdental fric. 

 ت ת  400

 

Ligatures at the end of a word 

Lāmaḏ-ʾĀlep̄ 
 

Taw-ʾĀlep̄ 
 

  

Hē-Yōḏ 
 

Taw-Yōḏ 
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