Taste

In aesthetics, taste refers to a person’s ability to recognize, appreciate, and judge beauty,
artistic quality, and aesthetic value. It’s the sense we use when deciding whether something is
beautiful, elegant, harmonious — or not.

In simple terms:
Taste is the ability to appreciate and evaluate beauty and art.

Taste is connected to personal experience, education, culture, and emotion. Some people
might have a more “refined” taste because they have studied art, music, or design, but
everyone has taste at some level — it’s a natural part of how we react to the world.

How Philosophers Talk About Taste

o David Hume (18th century) said taste is subjective (personal), but believed there can
still be better and worse judgments. He thought good taste comes from experience,
sensitivity, and reflection.

o Immanuel Kant argued that judgments of taste are subjective but universal. When we
call something beautiful, we’re not just saying “I like this,” but also suggesting that
others ought to agree — even if there’s no logical proof.

So in philosophy, taste is seen as:
e Subjective: It’s based on personal feeling.

e Yet reaching for universality: We often expect others to share similar judgments
about what is beautiful.

Taste and Culture



Taste is also shaped by:

o Cultural traditions (what one society sees as beautiful, another might not)
o Historical context (standards of beauty and art change over time)
o Individual experiences (education, upbringing, exposure to different styles)



