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Città come luoghi «stanziati nella mobilità». 

Nesso tra processi di trasformazione urbana e dinamiche di 

mobilità. 

Mobilità intesa su diversi piani che si intersecano:

- Mobilità nello spazio (migrazioni, turismo)

- Mobilità nel tempo (immaginari sul futuro)

In entrambi i casi può farci da guida il 

lavoro di James Clifford e la sua idea

di studiare le interazioni tra le

radici (ROOTS) che ci connettono al

territorio e al passato, e le strade

(ROUTES) che richiamano invece la

dimensione della mobilità e del futuro.

Per esplorare questo tema, ci muoveremo

in due quartieri (Aurora e Borgo Vittoria)

sperimentando due pratiche di ricerca.







“Pensare attraverso le case”, mettendo in luce la reciprocità 

e mutualità della relazione tra la biografia dell’edificio e 

quelle dei suoi

Abitanti:

The first is the temporal flow of houses. This may be a

material continuity, but also suffers breaches and

discontinuities, and it also has immaterial aspects. (…) The

importance of memory to what houses are – and

particularly the memories of houses occupied in childhood.

(…) The third point is the idea that houses could be

analysed as ‘biographical objects’ (…) in the sense that

houses have biographies that are inextricably entwined

with those of their inhabitants (Janet Carsten 2018).















Guido Vaglio, 
in Migrating 

Heritage, 
edited by 

Perla 
Innocenti 

(2016)



“Immigrant ethnic neighborhoods are often associated with unemployment, vice and
crime. But while representations of urban deprivation and decay speak their truths, they
tell far from the whole story. For instance, recent years have witnessed the rise of ethnic
neighborhoods—notably their shopping areas—as sites for tourism, leisure and
consumption in cities around the world. Ethnic entrepreneurs have played a key role
in this development. Their social problems notwithstanding, these neighborhoods have
become breeding grounds for various forms of ethnic entrepreneurship, notably forms
that are driven by the commodification of ethno-cultural diversity (…). In our
globalizing world — where local difference and place identity are increasingly
important — heritage and cultural diversity have become crucial components
of the cultural capital of post-industrial societies” (Aytar, Rath 2012: 2).

Selling Ethnic Neighborhoods: 
The Rise of Neighborhoods as Places of Leisure 
and Consumption 

Routledge  2011
Volkan Aytar  & Jan Rath (Editors) 









“In my country, I was a journalist. But when I arrived in
France, I realized that people only see me as a refugee.
Going into the field with the students, when I speak, they
listen to me attentively. Nobody looks at me with pity, they
see me as I would like everyone to see me: as a person who
is there because she has something to offer”. (Houlaïmatu)

“Participating in the design is an enriching experience on a
personal and professional level. In fact, each stage of the
construction of the itinerary has allowed us to refine and
put into practice knowledge acquired at the University.
Furthermore, the doubts, changes, and difficulties we have
encountered on the ground have prompted us to reflect
and redefine our specific way of acting. For me, it was the
first contact with the world of work as an
anthropologist”. (Pia)
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